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FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
CHARACTERISTICS OF A CHRISTIAN. 
(conTINvED “tom Pace 61.) 
The duty of a christian towards his fellow-crea- 


tures has been considered in a previous nuffiber of 





ly pouring forth upon his unworthy and sinful crea- 
tures, and how ungrateful are the returns that are 
made by man, forall these unmerited favours ! What 
| has the Deity left undone that would have enhanced 
‘cur happiness or felicity ? And what is. defect- 
ive in that eternal life which thou has promised 
‘thy creatures in that world which is to come? 
| What has been left undone in thy vineyard, that 
thou hast not done in it?’ What are the services 
that christians, as well as all men, are bound to pay 
to their Creator ? Answer, we aré to love the Lord 
our God with all our hearts ; we are to reverence 
| his character ; we are to obey all his divine requisi- 





the Telescope ; the duties of a christian towards his | | tions, we are to worship him in spirit and in truth: 


Creator now claims our attention. 


These duties | | We are ‘to believe all his testimonies, relying upon 


are numerous and important, andi upon a correct ful- | | all his promises for a full and complete accomplish- 


filment of these, much if not all the bappiness of life | 


depends. Shew me the truly happy man and you | 


will point to one who has made religion his chief 


aim, who feels that nothing is capable of affording 
any satisfaction, buta certain complacency and re- 
pose in the goodness of God, under a sincere con- 
viction that he orders every thing for the best. He 
. js confident that"he has an imterest in that God, 

whose arms are everlasting, whose presence is uni- 
versal, ant! whose conipassion never fails. The chris- 
tian never speaks of the Supreme Being, but in lan- 
guage of the most profound respect for his charac- 
ter, and entertains the most exalted conceptions of 
his power, wisdom and goodness. There never was 
aman, you may even select the most depraved and 
the most abandoned, who ever gave a serious mo- 
ment to reflect upon the first great causé, but must 
at those moments feel profound veneration for his 
character, and his mind expanded with sublime con- 
ceptions of his adorable attributes. The mind of 
|. man is enlarged and expanded in proportion to his 
conceptions of the divine Character. He can with 
truth say, that wherever religion flourishes, there 
will scien¢e, virtue and happiness be found in her 
_ train. And most of the discoveries that have been 
made in the sciences, and in philosophy, have been 
by those men, who have had high and exalted views 
of the Divine characters. We are irresistibly com- 
pelled to acknowledge his power, because none but 


| an Almighty Being could bave called a world into- 


existence, could have inhabited it with millions of 
living creatures and continued them in being. “We 
Must acknowledge the wisdom of that Being, be- 
cause every thing that has been made by his Al- 
._ Mighty hand, admirably answérs the intention for 
Which it was designed. We bs acknowledge his 
- Beodness, because every thing around cits 

his love, i in the comfort and. happi . . 


all, and thy tender mercies are ‘as yA work 

‘How infinitely great, good, and wise must that Be- 
ing be, whose works, attributes and perfectioris fur- 
| tish so many causes ef wonder and: admiration. 
_ How innumerable ate the bounties that are constant- 


. "| His 
thy benefits; no ingratitude or discontentient ap-) ge 
pears Seas sauaualicamee eae i 


iment. We are to believe that God sent his Son to 
be the S-viour pf the world. Finally, we are to be- 
lieve that the will of God, as it respects the human 
family, will be accomplished, in their final and ev- 
erlasting happiness. In considering the character 
of God, we are not to confine ourselves to a view of 
his works in providence and creation, But it is in 


more conspicuously appear. Here is the fountain 
from whence all blessedness, both of a temporal and 
a spiritual nature issues. It is from this source 
we learn most correctly, the character of God, the 
beauties and ‘loveliness of the Saviour, the duty that 
we owe our Almighty Parent, the obligations we are 
under to love, serve and obey him, and the dtty 
that we are bound to pay towards our fellow-crea- 
tures. It is here that we trace the design that God 
had in sending his Son from the abodes of glory, to 
this our world, to make tis acquainted with his Fa- 
ther’s will towards his rebellious children ; to teach 
us our duty and happiness in this state of existence, 
and our eternal destiny beyond the graye. From 
these considerations, should we not naturally infer 
that man, who was made a little lower than the an- 
gels, that will be crowned with glory and immortal- 
ity in a future state, would exert every faculty and 
power that they possess to adore and reverence the 
Supreme Being? That man who exists but by the 
permission ef God, who subsists upon his bounty 
and whose watchfulness and care is extended to- 
wards him every moment of his life, would love and 
serve him-with fuil purpose of heart? But the re- 
verse of this is too often the case. Another reason 
why we should love and serve the Almighty Parent 
of the universe, 1s 
This is a duty paramount to most.others. Mark that 
man who is grateful for all mercies and benefits be- 
stowed upon him by his Creator, and you will find 
to! every christian virture blended in his character. 
is, what shall I render unto thee for all 


the varicd occurrences of life, or the allotments of a| 





righteous providence, He rementbers whose right 


the book of grace, the goodness and mercy of God. 


from. a principle of gratitude. 





nio.ts tuhiaht eaminaaamataeadll ‘the mercies 
acd benefits we receive from his bountiful. hand, 
than we deserve : Benefits that extend not merely 
to this uncertain life, but points to that eternal state 
which never changes, and which will continue as 
long as Ged exists. Another duty we are bound to 
pay the Creator, is resignation under all the distress- 
es and trials of life, whether arising from misfortunes 
of a pecuniary nature, or from sickness, or from the 
dissolution offriends,we should say in humbleresigna- 
tion, “the Lord gave, the Lord hath taken away, bless- 
ed be the name of the Lord.” Under all these dis- 
pensations the christian will be humble, not a mur- 
muring word will escape from his lips. He knows 
in whom he has put his trust. He is sensible to 
whom he is indebted for all the happiness that’ he 
enjoys in life, forthe pleasure and society of near 
and dear friends, and when the Deity removes them 
from him, his grief should be restrained, lest it 
should disable him from performing the duties of 
life, and destroy that meek and cheerful resignation 
which God requires. And when the time arrives 
that is to temove him from life, his confidence will 
be placed upon G + , his faith be built upon the rock 
of ages, he will be resigned under all ‘the dispensa- 
tions of Providence, he will submit to the’ will of 
God, he will look forward to that glorious inlierit- 
ance prepared for all the ransomed in the kingdom 
of God. The christian believes that Goil’s’ design 
in sending his Son was to redeem mankind from the 
pollution of sin, to bring them to God: For this: p» > 
pose he came, and died, for thispurpose he rose 
from the grave and ascended on high. “The day 
spring from on high hath visited us,” it hath dispen- 
sed an universal light upon the souls of men, it liath 
removed the mists of error and ignorance and ban- 
ished the spectres of bigotry and superstition from 
the mind, it hath clearly placed before us the nature 
and attributes, the works and providence, the will 
and pleasure of God. Finally, the christian believes 
“that God hath concluded all in unbelief, that he 
might have’mercy upon all.” And well may he ex- 
claim, “0, the depths of the riches, both of the wis- 
dom und knowledge of God! how unsearchable’are 
his judgments and his ways dre —. benal 


























nhanees 5 ous felicit ve a n ~ the 
ee, evotion. “Commin ~% cpt give 
God, for ool and religious worship, while breath- 
“ag forth devout aspirations to -eayen, for blessings 
tp descend upon ourselves and upon our fellow-tray- 
ellers to eternity, while the incense of gratitude is 
ascending from our animated bosoms to the Supret- : 
Source of all good, the cares of the world are meas- 
ureably forgotten, its tumults. are hushed, and its 
miseries disappear... Mere the lacerated heart is 
healed, the sorrows. of the agonized bosom are tran- 
quilized, and a sweet and heavenly light, from the 
radiant throne of God, beams en the afflicted soul. 
At those seasons of devotion, though we be persecu- 


ted anc proscribed as heretics, though we be desert- | 
ed by friends, yet we shall not feel solitary or for- | 


saken ; for we shall indeed feel that our heavenly 
Father is present with us ; and though we should be 
deprived of every friend we have on earth, yet we 
can look up to heaven, to a friend that will never 
forsake us, whom we are fully authorized to ad+lress 
by the endearing appellation of Fatruer, who is all. 
compassionate, merciful, just, and benevolent. At 
those seasons of devotion, all that bitterness, wrath, 
anger, malice and enmity, which we may have indul- 
ged towards our neighbour, leave us as naturally, as 
the darkness of night recedes from before the efful- 
gent rays of the king of day : and we realize, ** how 
good, and how pleasant it is, for brethren to dwell 
together in unity.’ What can be more beautiful, 
than for parents and children, brothers and sistcrs, 
ffiends and acquaintance, to mingle together in the 
temple of God, and to join orally, or mentally, in 
chanting the song of thanksgiving and praise, uni- 
tedly to invoke the blessings of Deity, and to listen 
with prayerful attention to what may be offered from 
the sacred volume, by him, whom they have chosen 
to minister at the altar of religion. Who is there, 
that has ever sat in the house of God, and beheld his 
character portrayed as the universal Father and 
friend. of mankind ; that has felt his soul drawn out 
in reverence, confidence, hope, and love to him, 
that has felt released, as it were, from the world, and 
attracted to heaven, who does not prize such privil- 
eges ? 

2. Because it is setting an example, worthy the 
imitation of the rising generation. Nothing which 
will tend to render the rising generation respectable, 
useful and ornamental to society, which will be fa- 
vourable to their moral conditien, should be omit- 
ted. And remember, kind reader, that example is 
more than precept. Do you wish for our beloved 
youth to love and revere the name of God, to delight 
in his ordinances, to prize virtue higher than the 
richest gem ; do you wish them to be respected, es- 
teemed and beloved, by the wise and virtuous, for 
their regard for the institution of religion, and their 
unwearied exertions to support it? Then you must 
be scrupulous to observe these things yourself. To 
you they look for an example : and as they are form- 
ing a character for life, consider, I entreat you, in 
what an eminent degree you contribute (being look- 
ed up to for an example) to the formation of that 








‘proper respect due to honesty and integrity, ‘and he 





‘into the he vi “of childs 


ten in manhood. If children, from the example of 
parents, guardians, or any of their superiours,, con- 
tract habits of immorality, or of imattention to the 
worship of God, they are extremely apt to continue 
in those habits through life, and by so doing, to hand 
them down to the generation that succeeds them.— 
Thus you see, kind reader, that you are not only 
contributing’ in an eminent degree, to the formation 
of the character of the young and rising generation, 
but that the force of your example may descend to 
fuiure ages. How important then, that your exam- 
ple be good. Do you wish that the rising genera- 
tion may be virtuous and pious, the votaries of the 
true Gospel of Christ ? then let. them have your ex- 
ample for being thus. Are you desirous, that after 


_ you shall have departed, and a new generation shall 


occupy the ground you now. stand on, that the house 
where you are accustomed to worship should be fill- 
ed with listening hundreds, and that the glorious 
truths of the Gospel, which have so often gladdened 
your heart, and which you so much love, should be 
proclaimed from the sacred desk in their native pu- 
rity ? then let your feet oft visit the temple, dedica- 
ted to the worship of God. 

3. Because it tends to the mutual encouragement 
of both speaker and hearer, which is a duty we cer- 
tainly owe each other. To those who attend meet- 
ing in the capacity of hearers, it must be pleasing 
and encouraging to behold all those present, who 
profess to be friendly and to feel interested, because 
it is an evidence that they are so; and in this 
way each one encourages and strengthens the other ; 
each one present affords proof to the other that he 
continues in the same mind, that his zeal to promote 
the cause of truth has not in the least diminished : 
And it is peculiarly pleasing and encouraging to him 
who officiates in the capacity of speaker, because it 
proves that his labours are approbated by his friends 
and brethren, that they have a care for his feelings, 
and wish his peace. Nothing can be more gratify- 


them, and direct their conduct in riper years. oem 
4 its that are contracted in youth, are seldom forgot- 


our, kind reader, ye basi ceksieod full proof of 
your si incerity, > ‘the ing w ) which you profess 
faith, will respect you, and will confide in yout, 
though you may w idely differ from im in sentiment. 
5. That we may not give our re igious enemies an 
op portunity: to triumph in four downfall. A relig- 
jous society, like all others, cannot prosper, without 
the mutual exertions of its members, _ It can never 
be respectable, if its me;abers be inattentive. If its 
members relapse into a state of cold indifference and 
inattention, it cannot live. IH its members do not 
manifest by their example, a deep and lively interest 
in its presperity, it is pretty evident,.that those who 
are not members, will not ; for in case some should 
embrace the doctrine advocated by the society, yct 


if they should discover a want of energy and atten- 


tion, on. the part of its members, the probability }; 
that they would thereby be induced to withho! 4 
their public acknowledgment. 

6. Because it is our duty to worship the one ever- 
living and true God. Our obligations to worship 
him arise from several considerations. 

1, Because he is that Being, in whom we live, 
move, and have our existence, and from whom we 
receive every good and every perfect gift. The 
curtains of whose love have been spread over us 
from infancy, and whose watchful providence has 
supplied our every want. 

2. Because he is our Creator and Preserver ; and 
has made us sesceptible of the most sublime happi- 
ness. He has implanted within usa spirit, and the 
inspiration of the Almighty giveth it understanding ; 
by which we are enabled to learn his trug character 
and will. He has given us minds that are suscepti- 
ble of social enjoyment and moral improvement ; 
and rendered us capable of growing in i 3 knowl- 
edge of his perfections, and of obeying his commands. 
He has spared us as monuments of his goodness till 
the present moment. 

“3. Because he is infinitely compassionate, change- 
less in the purposes of his wisdom, boundless in the 





plenitude of his power, and iropartial i in the distribu- 


ing and animating to the feclings ofa public speak- | tion of his favours, 


er, than the presence of a listening audience, re- 
spectable as to numbers and talents, who appear to 
feel a deep and lively interest in what is communi- 
cated—-whose expressive countenances seem to say 
‘I bid thee God speed ; be faithful my brother, and 
not shun to declare the whole counsel of God.’ 

4. Because it will prove that we are sincere and 
honest in our profession, that we believe our cause 
to be a righteous one, and as such we are determin- 
ed to defend and commend it, by example, as well 
as by precept. Ifa man by perseverance, prove him- 
self sincere, in the course in which he is engaged, 
he will command the respect, esteem, and the cenfi- 
dence of all the candid, though they should be ofa 
different opinion. Hence, by engaging in that 
course, we believe to be a righteous one, with be- 


coming zeal and activity, and with firmness ; we shall | per 
not only prove our sincerity, but secure to ourselves | m: 


the confidence and respect of every honest person. 
Every ian of ability and honour feels that there is a | 


4. Because he is our Father. Says the prophet, 
‘Have we not all one Father, hath not one God cre- 
ated us ?” And our Saviour has taught us to say, 
“ Our Father who art in heaven.” As the Almighty 
has seen fit in his infinite wisdoro, to stamp upon us 
his moral image, and to permit us in our addresscs 
to him, to use the endearing appellation of Father, 
it is a sufficient reason, were ‘there no other, why we 
mer worship | him. " pi fe 


“in Sa va have csc ahele through his blood, 


the forgiveness of our sins.” Th ‘whom the 
stiles of heavenly truth and love, are made to revis- 
‘it the plains of mortality and time, to excite the 
‘blissful hope of. immortality and et en al life. By 
whom, that darkness and ignorance, “which have 
a the empire of the human understanding is 
e to recede, and a proclamation of good tidings 
and great joy to al! people is made. Surely the rea- 
‘sons why we should not forsake: the assembling of 





ourselves together, are perfec AF. 


eS ayes be eS 





¢ TELESCorE. 


Ainbition for the distinctions ea priv ileges con- 
ferred by wealth, is a passion so.predominant among 
the generality of men, that it effectually excludes | 
from their enjoyment many of the primary comforts | 
of life. Wealth, and a sufficiency to eat and to wear, 


aad a clear conscience, together with two or three | 


disinterested friends, are not regarded as they really | 


should be, the prime requisites of individual felicity ; | 


and life is rendered a barren waste, by being spent | 
in continually murmuring at the inequality of the 
distribution of fortune, as if complete fruition were 
the offspring of unbounded wealth. 

That this conduct is irrational, will appear to him | 
who heeds the instructions of experience, or on | 
whom philosophy has radiated any of its light. 

Few being arrived to the state of manhocd, have 


always basked in the sunshine of prosperity, without 


experiencing’ the vicissitudes of adversity, or learn- | 


ing that every object of desire, how ardently soever 
it may have been sought, affords on attainment but 
a barren joy, and holds the mind contented but a 
short time. 

it is a law of our nature, that whatever is seeming- | 
ly beyond our reach, is not an object of desire. The 
poor labourer does not aspire to the offices of state, 
nor does he even wish to dictate to his fellow-men ; 
but, soon as accumulated wealth ennobles his rank, 
he assumes the right of governing, and is impatient 
if inferiours do not acknowledge it. 

We are apt when contemplating the opulent, sep- 
arated from us by the stern and forbidding walls that 
empale their lofty domes, or borne through the 
streets attended by splendid equipages, to ask if they, 
surrounded as they are by every thing that can grat- 
ify the senses, or conduce to ease and enjoyment, 
have any of those inquietudes, which so much mar 
our felicity, and which their condition seems so com- 
pletely to preclude. But should we revert our 
thoughts and reflect on the expectations we formed, 
when what sve now possess and are unsatisfied with, 
was the summit of our wishes, the question would 
resolve itself. We should be satisfied, that no rank, 
however elevated, is free from disadvantages, and 
annoyances, and that every new accession of wealth or 
honour, far from affording the contentment that was 
expected, only raises us on a greater eminence to 
behold unexpected heights towering beyond. 

Avarice and ambition have no limits to their em- 
pire. When once they get a footing in the human 
breast, they quickly encircle and exclude from it 
every consideration, but their own gratification. 

Alexander, on first setting out for the martial field, 
did not extend his views of conquest beyond. the 
B borders of Persia; he did not know that his passion, 

like the centrifugal force of a planet, would carry 
_ him on from region to region, without ceasing. Had 
| rigint death delayed a while to seize his prey, it 
to say to what length this. man’s ambition 


_ Would have carried him. ‘The whole race of men 


) being subdued, the thrones of the gods ther 
Would have next 
ions been challenged to con 


Wf then no elevatioa to which mam aspires, i, capa- 


themselves Pr gan syne sana 
appeared to his view, and thelr le- the earth been instantly 








iiileaitls the monarch on the throne, that may 
not, likewise, be had by the meneal who serves him 
at the table ? Both"are unsatisfied with what they 
possess, and wish fo~ more ¥ _ one of — and 





| dominion, the other of wealth. | 


Our beneficent Father has bestowed on his child- 
“ren mesns of enjoyment which they possess in com- 
/mon, and which wealth ‘can ‘neither purchase nor 
take away. What ignorance, then, of human nature 
does it demonstrate to prostitute one’s days to the 
acquisition of that which is so little essential to hap- 
piness, and which may, indeed, prove so dangerous 
toit. ‘The desire of more money than is requisite to 


' 


_ satisfy our wants, is the germ of ambition, and, if suf- | 


fered to grow without being continually pruned and 
iw atched, will, in time, overtop and completely stint 
every virtuous principle of the soul. 
SENEX. 


} FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


SHORT SERMONS, NO. 1. 


“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven ' 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the pony of God ; and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first.” 1. Thess. iv, 16. 


The ‘a thing which meets our view in reading 
our text, is the coming of Christ. “The Lord him- 
self shall descend from heaven.” “ Those who re- 
main unto the coming of our Lord, &c.’? These pas- 
sages clearly teach a coming of Christ. The pre- 
cise time when the Lord Jesus will make his ap- 
pearance, the passage does not teach. We are to 
judge of the time of Christ’s coming only by con- 
‘comitant events. 

The second thing which meets the eye when read- 
ing the text, is the resurrection of the dead. This | mad 
then fixes the time of Christ’s coming. The resur- 


the coming of the Lord. This resurrection is of a 
literal nature ; it is represented as being similar to 
that of Jesus Christ. ‘The next thing which claims 
our attention, is the last clause of the text. “ The 
dead in Christ shall rise first.” By the dead in Christ 
we are to understand believers. The apostle says, 
‘if ye have not the spirit of Christ, you are none of 
his.” It is evident therefore, that we are not all 
Christ’s in a moral sense.. To be in Christ implies 
to be governed by his precepts. “If any man bein 
Christ, he is a new. creature.” 

By saying that the dead in Christ shall rise, first, 
it is strongly implied that all are not in Christ ; and 
also that their will be a distinction between men. at 
the resurrection. If the dead in Christ mean all men, 
it would introduce confusion into the passage. For 
to say of. all men, that they rise Jirst, would be ab- 
surd. It is also worthy of remark that, when. this 
resurrection takes place, those 
alive and remain on the earth will be. changed, and. 
so be, qualified for perfect e: j Will any say 


fee a yg Task, 





he: these’ two — = into. y repose, ehat\ 


rection of the dez.]1 is to follow immediately. after, 


believers who are | th 


that this coming of ee ay pa om we 16 od, works, or 


[Our re: 


of the white,’ dla i wey pemape nber of Short 
Sermons, is not, in every respect, in ccordanee | 
those we have Before advanced upon the s: sameétext. 
But the difference of views entertained by Univer- 

salists upon this and other Pp 
not considered as 

trine, in which they all's ‘agree’ 


he” thea eolelntald se: 
Behan Rae, heen 
: 4 sy: Bay 








The following, is from Nicholson’s Ency lopedis 
It is presented to our readers that they may learn 
what Calvinism is, which they would not be likely 
to understand by hearing the clergy of that. : : 
ination preach. 4 hope is also ent 
reader will carefully compare. the ‘several, parts. of 
this sentiment, and be able to judge accurately of 
their agreement. One question should be kept in, 
mind, (viz.) Does Calvinism allow, the possibility of 
the salvation of those who were not, from all eterni- 
‘ty, elected ; and, perhaps. it, would be well to have 
‘an eye on the question, whether, Fe yen 
sentiment, it be possible for ape of the elect to 
forever lost, Moe ee 

People, in general, who attend on the minis! 
| Calvinistic preachers, never learn that all me 

not be saved by complying with what the pr 

calls the terms of the gospel, or that all men may not 

be lost by rejecting them. quidt4 
Jaerive 





** CALVINISTS, a sect of Christians wko 
their naine from John Calvin, an. eminent 1% f 
who was born.at Nogen. in Picardy, in the y al | 
He first. studied the civil laws, nero ea 

made professor, of divinity. at* D 


6 name of Calvinists seems to ha pave: ve been give 

at first to those who embraced not mere e me 
_trine, but the church government and disci Tis 

tablished at Geneva, and to disting aish i 

the Lutherans. But since the meeting of the s 

of Dort, the name has Pelee pplied to 

who embrace his leading aa eo | 

tinguish them from the Arn 

of & ip ¥h, if a ce j y 
Genet ead oh dis “2 guis 
the Arminians, are reduced to five : artic 
which, from their being the p princip 

ed at the synod of Dort, have s 

ted the five points, ese | 

ticular peat al d 











Ambition for the distinctions aa privileges con- 
ferred by wealth, is a passion so.predominant among 


the generality of men, that it effectually excludes | 


from their enjoyment many of the primary comforts | 
of life. Wealth, anda sufficiency to eat and to wear, | 
and a clear conscience, together with two or three , 
disinterested friends, are not regarded as they really | 
should be, the prime requisites of individual felicity ; 


and life is rendered a barren waste, by being spent | 


in continually murmuring at the inequality of the 
distribution of fortune, as if complete fruition were 
the offspring ef unbounded wealth. 


whom philosophy has radiated any of its light. 
ing arrived to the state of manhood, have 
basked in the sunshine of prosperity, without 


Few he 


always 


experiencing the vicissitudes of adversity, or learn- | 


ing that every object of desire, how ardently soever 
itmay have been sought, affords on attainment but 
a barren joy, and holds the mind contented but a | 





short time. 


} 
it is a law of our nature, that whatever | is seeming: | 


ly beyond our reach, is not an object of desire. The 
poor labourer does not aspire to the offices of state, 
nor does he even wish to dictate to his fellow-men ; 
but, soon as accumulated wealth ennobles his rank, 
he assumes the right of governing, and is impatient 
if inferiours do not acknowledge it. 

We are apt when contemplating the opulent, sep- 
arated from ns by the stern and forbidding walls that 
empale their lofty domes, or borne through the 
streets attended by splendid equipages, to ask if they, 
surrounded as they are by every thing that can grat- 
ify the senses, or conduce to ease and enjoyment, 
have any of those inquietudes, which so much mar 
our felicity, and which their condition seems so com- 
pletely to preclude. But should we revert our 
thoughts and reflect on the expectations we formed, 
when what jve now possess and are unsatisfied with, 
was the summit of our wishes, the question would 
resolve itself. We should be satisfied, that no rank, 
however elevated, is free from disadvantages, and 
annoyances, and that every new accession of wealth or 
honour, far from affording the contentment that was 
expected, only raises us on a greater eminence to 
behold unexpected heights towering beyond. 

Avarice and ambition have no limits to their em- 
pire. When once they get a footing ia the human 
breast, they quickly encircle and exclude from it 
every consideration, but their own gratification. 

Alexander, on first setting out for the martial field, 
did not extend his views of conquest beyond. the 
borders of Persia; he did not know that his passion, ’ 
| like the centrifugal force of a planet, would carry 
him on from region to region, without ceasing, Had 
: Vigilant death delayed a while to seize his prey, it is 
to say to what length this 
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not, likewise, be had by the meneal who serves him 
at the table ? Both” are unsatisfied with what they 





| take away. 


| to it. 
That this conduct is irrational, will appear to him | satisfy our wants, is the germ of ambition, and, if suf- | 


who heeds the instructions of experiencé, or on fered to grow without being continually pruned and 


| watched, will, in time, overtop and completely stint 


man’s ambition | 


possess, and wish ‘fo more; the one of power and 
dominion, the other of wealth. © 

Our beneficent Father has bestowed on his child- 
ren meuns of enjoyment which they possess in com- 
'mon, and which wealth can ‘neither purchase nor 
What ignorance, then, of human nature 
_ does it demonstrate to prostitute one’s days to the 
acquisition of that which is so little essential to hap- 
piness, and which may, indeed, prove so dangerous 
The desire of more money than is requisite to 


every virtuous principle of the soul. 
SENEX. 


FOR. THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


SHORT SERMONS, NO. 1. 


“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with’ 
the trump of God ; and the dead in Christ shall rise 
jirst.” 1. Thess, iv, 16, 


The first thing which meets our view in reading 
our text, is the coming of Christ. “The Lord him- 
self shall descend from heaven.” . “ Those .who re- | 
main unto the coming of our Lord, &c.”? These pas- 
sages clearly teach a coming of Christ. The pre- 
cise time when the Lord Jesus will make his ap- 
pearance, the passage does not teach. We are to 
judge of the time of Christ’s coming only by con- 
‘comitant events. 

The second thing which meets the eye when read- 
ing the text, is the resurrection of the dead. This 
then fixes the time of Christ’s coming. The resur- 
rection of the dez:] is to follow immediately. after 
the coming of the Lord. This resurrection is of a 
literal nature ; it is represented as being similar to 
that of Jesus Christ. ‘The next thing which claims 
our attention, is the last clause of the text. The 
dead in Christ shall rise first.” By the dead in Christ 
we are to understand. believers. The apostle says, 
‘<if ye have not the spirit of Christ, you are none of | 
his.” It is evident therefore, that we are not all 


to be governed by his precepts. 
Christ, he is a new creature.” 
By saying that the dead in Christ shall rise Sst, 
it is strongly implied that all are not in. Christ ; and 
also that their will be a distinction between men at 
the resurrection. If the dead i in Christ mean ail men, 
it would introduce confusion into the passage. For 
to say of. all men, that they rise first, would be ab- 
surd. It is also worthy of remark that, when. this 
resurrection takes place, those be evers: who are 
alive and remain onthe earth will, e changed, 


“If any man bein 


Would have carried him. The whole race of men | will appe 
being subdued, the thrones of the gods themselves ‘ready pi 
- Would have next appeared to his view, and their le- | tt e ‘ 


: gions been challenged to contend for. 
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Christ’s in a moral sense.. To be in Christ implies | of. hig 





taistinest has the-monarch on the throne, that may pombieras were n h cas 
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But the difference of views en iby Ui 
salists upon this and ciples Fite ott 
not considered as uffeeting the’ 1 ‘es! 
trine, in which Dowd l agree Aber Aan bearer 
av controver: y. te: nm) 








. ~ CALVINISM. te, Ay iti 
The following. is Pay Encyclopedia, 
It is presented. to our readers that they may learn 
what Calvinism is, which they would not be likely 
to understand by hearing the clergy of that denom- 
ination preach. A hope is also entertained that. the 
reader will carefully compare the several ans 
this sentiment, and be able: to judge accurately of 


their agreement. One question should be eat in 
mind, (viz.) Does Calvinism allow, the. uit 
the salvation of those who were not, from all. ete 


‘ty, elected ; and. perhaps, it; would, be. well t 0 
an eye on the question, ; whether, according to this 
sentiment, it he possible for aps. of the elect fabs 
forever lost. Oa. Wilkie 
People, in general, who attend on, the ministry of 
'Calvinistic preachers, never learn that all men may 
not be saved by complying. with what the preache 
‘calls the terms of the gospel, ,or that. shoes p pat 
be lost by rejecting them. 
“ CaLvINisTs, a sect of 
their name from John Calvin, at 
who was born at. Nogen in 
He first studied the civil laws, 


The name of Calvinists | 
at first to those who par he not me nerel 
trine, but the church government : nd dt “A 
tablished at Geneva, and to distinguish them f 
the Lutherans. ‘But since the mee’ vole of 3 
of Dort, the name has been erm d to” 
who embrace his leadin jews 
tinguish them from tl e Ar ' 


rinciples taught b 
é as erg kits : 
who are ‘called : snes re name are | dis fie! ? 
yt gure are para’ ete re i , : 

ich, from. their being the é} 

ed at the ‘synod of Dort, =P ne A 
ted the five points. _ 
ticular resent 


and the certain | 
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sins. er a yr fe. he 7 h on ie solic 
the gospel is to 2 be aaron ene fake 
criminafely, yet it was the will of God that Chmist, 
by the blood of the cross, should efficaciously re- 
deem all those, andithose only, who were from eter- 
nity elected to pacman and dene to him by the 
father. 

. 8.’ They maintain that anaes are totally deprav- 
on in ‘consequence of the fall ofthe first man, wlio, 
being their public head, his sin involved the corrup- 
tion of allhis posterity ;:and which corruption ex- 
tends over the whole soul, and renders it unable to 
ttirn to God, or to do any thing truly good, and expo- 
ses it to his righteous displeasure, both in this world 
and that which is to come. 

4. They maintain that ‘all whom God hath predes- 
tinated unto life, he is pleased in his appointed time 
effectually to call by-his word and ‘spirit, out of that 
state of sin and death in which they are by nature, 
te grace and salvation by Jesus Christ. ‘They admit 
thatthe Holy Spirit, as calling men by the ministry 
of the gospel, may be resisted ; and that where this 
is the case, “ the fault ‘is not in the gospel, nor in 
Christ offered by the gospel, nor in God calling by 
the gospel, and also conferring various gifts upon 
them + butin the called themselves. They contend, 
however, that where men come at the divine call, 
and are converted, it is not to be ascribed to them- 
selves, as though by their own free-will they made 
themselves to differ, but merely to him who deliv. 
ers them from the power of darkness, and translates 
them into the kingdom of his dear Son, and whose 
régenerating influence is certain and efficacious.” 

Lastly, they maintain that those whom God has 
effectually called and sanctified by his spirit, shall 
never finally fall from a state of grace. They admit 
that true believers may fall partially, and would fall 


ae pe 


totally and finally but for the mercy and faithfulness | 


of God, who keepeth the feet of his saints : also, that 
he who bestoweth the grace of perseverance be- 
stoweth it by means of reading and hearing the word, 
meditation, exhortations, threatenings, and promises : 
but that none of these things imply the possibility of 
a believer's falling from a state of justification. 

_ Seme think Calvin, thowgh right in the main, yet 
varried things too far: these are’ commonly known 
by the name of Moderate Calvinists. Others think 
he did not go far enough : and these are known by 
the name of High Calvinists. It is proper to add, 
that the Calvinistic system includes in it the doctrine 
of three co-ordinate persons in the Godhead, in one 
nature ; and of two natures in Jesus Christ, forming 
one person.—Justification by faith alone, or justifica- 
tion by the imputed righteousnes of Christ, forms al- 
so an essential part of this system. They suppose 
that on the one hand our sins are imputed to Christ, 
oan sant Ree 


Peak, sid others strong ; if woul! seem 
no | Tess the intention pony chat we sh 


ourselves, and with benefit to the public, the, duties. 
belonging to the different professions that take place 
in society. 


PROM THE BALTIMORE PATRIOT. 
CHARITY. 


I saw aman, a child of woe, 
Approach, with halting step and slows 
-. A fellow-mortal’s door : 
In health I saw hin» go away, 
With manly steps and visage gay— 
His sorrows were no more. 


I saw a man in prison bound, 

With iron walls and chains around— 
The child of misery ; 

I quickly saw the moving bar, 

The bolt recede, the door ajar— 
The prisoner was free. 


I saw the sick man on his bed, 

Without a hand to press his head— 
Death seem’d around to stalk : 

I saw the monster yield his prey, 

As some sweet voice was heard to say, 


“ Take up thy bed and walk.” 


[ heard the sland’rous tale go forth, 
And taint the gale from south to north ; 
: I saw the maiden pine : 
I saw reverted every ear— 
I saw the maid without a tear, 
The lilly-wreath entwine. 


I saw the simple go astray, 
And fall to vice an easy prey : 
The sword began to draw :- 
I heard a voice the victim cheer, 
As some sweet angel dropt a tear, 
_ And blotted out the law. 


I saw erroneous nature s/0 

Blind-fold into the paths of woe ; 
To frown the world began : 

I heard a voice of sweetness say, 

*?Tis nature’s doom to go astray,’?- 
** Show me the perfect man.” 


These works, blest Charity, were thine, 
Thou daughter of the skies benign— 
‘To whom the task is given, 
On earth to wipe our tears away, 
_ "Fo set them right who go astray, 
_ And lead the way to aeaven. 
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the better qualified. to doa. ak pleasure to | 


ad hosp le parishioners, gety pe complaints 
of the pitiful s sum pena aa him for his labors 
Minis, and concluded by. Campa! it, could be en- 
at “beable. comfurtably. to sup. 
port ‘and bring up an ine re: sis ng family. A colored 
servant happening in at the. moment, and hearing 
something about salary, and family ; thought the 
minister was complaining of the drought, and scarci- 
ty of garden vegetables ; and having just been told 
that his kindred the Haytiens had become:independ- 
ent, was determined by bis liberality, to show hin. 
self not unworthy of the nation ; and running into 
the garden, he pulled up and conveyed to the chaise 
of the minister a large quantity of Celery, &c. After 
the worthy guest had gone, the negro came in and 
with a countenance free from blushes says ;—*‘ Mas. 
sa, guess Mr. » got Calary ma now ; L cram his 
big empty box full.” | 


The world is full of See, but there dre multitude, 
which are so ill written, they were never worth any 
man’s reading ; and there are thousands more which 
may be good in their kind, yet are worth nothing 
when the month or year or occasion is past for which 
they were written.. Others4may be valuable in them- 
selves, for some special purpose, or in some peculiar 


‘science, but are not fit to be perused by any but 


those who are engaged in that particular science or 
business. ‘To what use is itfor a divine, or physi- 


cian, or a tradesman, to read over the huge volumes 
of reports of adjndged cases in the law ? Or fora 
lawyer to Jearn Hebrew and read the Rabbins ? It is 
of vast advantage for improvement of knowledge and 
saving time, for a young man to have the most prop- 


er books for his reading recommended by a judi- 
cious friend. 


In this town, on Su 
Brown, Mr, Caleb B. Hi 
both of this town, 


On Sunday eveni 
Samuel Spink, to «. 


i tas, by Rev. Mr. 
in oa Miss bet A Wilcox, 


by Rev. Mr. Pickering, Me. 
$s a6 ie a agai all of 


this town. 
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DIED, eget a F 
in this town, on'Su morning last, Mrs. Abby — 
Newman, widow of the lati Mr. Samuel S. ew man, | 
and eldest daughter of Col. John Carlile, aged 31. 
On Monday » sont very suddenly, haath : 
youngest son Li Gerald, aged 
3 years and 7 ays. 
ta Johimton, E 











